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(57)Abstract:

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a manufacturing
method of light—emitting element capable of efficiently
cutting with high precision a wafer comprising a llI-V
compound semiconductor layer, as well as a light—emitting
diode, and a semiconductor laser element.

SOLUTION: A wafer 2 has an n—type semiconductor layer
17a and a p—type semiconductor layer 17b made from Il[-V
compound semiconductor laminated on the surface 3 of a
substrate 1. A laser beam L is radiated with a converging
point P set inside the substrate 1 for forming a modification
region 7 by multiphoton absorption. A cutting start region is
formed inside a laser beam incident surface of the substrate
1, at a prescribed distance from the incident surface, along a
planned cutting line 5 for cutting the wafer into chips, with
the modification region 7, and the wafer 2 is cut along the
cutting start region.
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